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The Kingdom Invitation
The multitudes thought Jesus was a prophet. The Jewish leaders plotted to kill him,
but feared the people. The Lord knew what they were thinking and answered their
thoughts. Their dangerous attitudes are exposed in the parable of the wedding feast
(Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:12-24).

It was told on a Sabbath when Jesus was invited into the house of one of the rulers of
the Pharisees to eat. They watched our Lord closely to see if he would do anything
they could criticize. Jesus healed a man with dropsy. He taught them to take the
lesser, rather than the greater, seats. He said they would be exalted by being asked to
move up to a better seat. He told them to invite those to their feasts who could not
invite them to a feast in return. Such actions will be repaid in eternity.

Wedding and banquet invitations were sent out weeks in advance. The recipients had
plenty of time to make plans to attend. The exact day would be set, with the time to
be determined as the final meal preparations were made. The banquet giver would
send for the invited guests when all was ready. God and the prophets had similarly
spoken of the Messiah and his kingdom since the beginning of time (Genesis 3:15;
Deuteronomy 18:15; Isaiah 9:6-7; Daniel 2:36-45). There was no reason for the Jews
to be unprepared for the Lord's entrance into the world.

The king observed a man without a wedding garment and asked how he came to be
there without proper garments. He had no excuse and his failure to prepare was on
full display. He seems to represent those who accept the gospel call but choose not to
live in accord with the Lord's will, like Demas (Colossians 4:14; Philemon 24; 2 Tim.
4:10). We must put off the old man and put on the new man (Ephesians 4:17-24).

Christ concluded, "For many are called, but few are chosen.” The gospel invitation is
for all (Matthew 11:28-30; Revelation 22:17; Acts 10:34-35). Anyone who believes
and puts on Christ in penitent baptism will be saved (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark
16:15-16; Luke 24:46-48). Not all will accept the invitation. Some, like initial invited
guests, make light of God's call. Others persecute his messengers. Their refusal will
cause them to be barred from God’s feast in the eternal kingdom.

Our rationalizations regarding our failure to respond to God’s invitation will not be
accepted. Excuse makers show more care for personal business than God’s feast.
Accepting the Lord’s invitation is paramount. Act before you can no longer accept
the invitation.

Gary C. Hampton



New Classes
Start November 3rd

Sunday
Auditorium
1 and 2 Peter
Andy Dulaney

B2
Ladies Class

Various Teachers

B4
Prison Epistles 1
Gary Hampton

Wednesday
Auditorium
Genesis

Drew Dulaney and Gary Hampton

B4
Through the Bible
Richard Carr

News and Events
Teen Devo - October 27th after evening services

Women's Fellowship Night - October 28th at 6:30
p.m. in the downstairs fellowship hall.

Men's Fellowship - October 28th at 6:30 p.m. in the
upstairs fellowship hall. We will be having a chili cookoff.
Bring chili, toppings, drink, and desserts.

Kids Game Night - November 1st at 6 p.m.

Fellowship Meal - November 3rd following morning
services. After lunch we will have a 12:45 p.m. afternoon
service. We will not be meeting at 5:30 p.m. Everybody is
asked to bring potluck, drinks, and desserts. Everybody's
whose last name begins with N-Z is responsible for setup
and clean up.

Early Risers - We will not have Early Risers on
November 5th because of the election on that day.

Alive Retreat - Teens and Parents Retreat -
November 8-10th. Please sign up by October 27th if you
plan to attend.

Service Lists



Prayer List Updates

Please keep Shannon Brown’s brother, Delvin Brown, in
your prayers. He's going through a rough time right now.

Please keep Chris Rae’s son, Chris Rae Jr. in your prayers.
He is waiting on test results after a recent seizure.

Please keep Chris Bates's brother, Sonny Bates, in your
prayers as he is having problems with his lungs.

Please keep Carrie Rae in your prayers. She is having
trouble with her legs again. Please pray that she will get
some relief and that the doctors can help her resolve this
problem.

Please keep Casey Hurley's dad, Bill Hurley, in your
prayers. He has been diagnosed with throat cancer.

Please keep Terrance Freeman's friend, Johnny
Alford, in your prayers. He has been diagnosed with
cancer.

Teresa Hampton‘s brother, Vic, has esophageal cancer.
Please pray for him, the family, and all those who are
treating him.

Please continue to keep Jeanie Lane in your prayers.

Please keep Ron and Mary Clemons in your prayers as
he undergoes cancer treatments

Contribution/Attendance
For October 20th, 2024

Bible Classes.....................................................167
Sunday Morning Worship...............................220
Sunday Night Worship....................................138
Budget: $12,518.00
Contribution: $14,045.04
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Stay Away from Hell

I. Hell _______________________________________
A. Matthew 25:46 “And these will go away into
____________ ____________________, but
the righteous into eternal life.”

B. It is filled with bad neighbors
1. Matthew 25:41 “‘Depart from Me, you
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared
for the _________ and his ___________”

2. Revelation 20:10
3. Revelation 21:8

II. Hell _______________________________________
A. Luke 16:22-23
B. Revelation 20:14 “Then Death and ________
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
___________ ________________.”

C. Luke 16:26
D. Luke 16:27-31

III. Hell _______________________________________
A. Mark 9:43-45
B. Matthew 25:30 “And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer _____________. There
will be ___________ and gnashing of teeth.”

C. John 15:6

IV. Heaven ____________________________________
A. 1 Timothy 2:4 “who desires _____ ______ to
be ____________ and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.”

B. Acts 2:38-40
C. “Hebrews 5:9

“I Wanna Be A Light Bulb”

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________


